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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ITASCA COUNTY STEADILY RESPONDING TO COVID
(Grand Rapids, Minn., Jan. 14, 2021) – New cases of COVID-19 infection among Itasca County
residents continue to hover at a concerning, but improved, level. Over the past week, 58 new
cases were identified and 107 over the past two weeks. Using the 14-day average per 10,000
residents, Itasca County cases continue to measure in the 20s as they have since the beginning
of 2021.
Itasca residents with at least one dose of COVID vaccine currently number 1,402 and 148 of
these recipients also have received their second dose.
“Even as federal guidance continues to evolve, Itasca County residents should know that if you
are in a priority group with higher risk (e.g., older or underlying health conditions), you will be
contacted by your health care provider when it is your turn to receive the COVID-19 vaccine,”
said Kelly Chandler, Itasca County Public Health division manager.
Steps an individual can take to get ready for vaccination include: 1) ensure that you have a
primary care physician and that you are signed up for any online or text-based communications
tools offered by your clinic, and 2) decide whether or not you will choose to take the vaccine.
Some workers and workplaces also are higher priority because of the nature of their role in the
community and will be alerted through their employer that they will receive priority
vaccination. For Itasca residents at lower risk, widespread announcements will be made when
vaccines are available for them.
There will be enough vaccinate for every person who wants it. Itasca County is well coordinated
and ready as more vaccine becomes available. Still, the whole process will take months.
“Please do not call our clinics, hospitals and public health about timing of your vaccination,” said
Chandler. “Increased calls to our facilities about vaccines has slowed down access to care for
those who need it urgently. Again, we will reach out to different populations when it is your
turn. Stay strong, Itasca!”
Itasca residents with questions or concerns, especially those beyond vaccine availability, may
leave them at the Itasca County COVID message line, with calls returned 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday – Friday. The Itasca COVID line number is 218-327-6784. Current local data and
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information also can be found at the county’s website here:
https://www.co.itasca.mn.us/798/COVID-19-Coronavirus-Information
-END-

PHOTO CAPTION (above): Jamie Peterson, RN, administers a COVID vaccine for Leroy Panasuk,
EMS, at Essentia Health Deer River.
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PHOTO CAPTION (above): Dr. Stacy Holl, Internal Medicine physician at Grand Itasca, proudly
displays her Vaccination Record Card indicating that she has now received both doses of the
Pfizer vaccine.
Media briefing: Itasca County Health Department will host 30-minute press briefings on
Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. as needed. The next scheduled briefing will be Jan. 21.
Itasca County Public Health media contacts
Kelly Chandler (218-327-6144 and Kelly.chandler@co.itasca.mn.us) or Anna Anttila
(anna.anttila@co.itasca.mn.us).
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